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Abstract: W was appointed to a lectureship in Queen's University, Belfast, in March 1981 subject to a period of probation until September 30, 1983. His conditions of appointment provided for an annual assessment of his progress by an ad hoc group. After two adverse reports by this group W was invited to a meeting of the Board of Curators but did not turn up. In his absence the Board decided that it should not recommend to the Senate that W's appointment be confirmed and informed him accordingly. W appealed to a committee to be appointed by the Senate, the ground of appeal being that the proper procedures had not been followed during his probationary term. This committee was duly appointed and, having heard W in person, dismissed his appeal and so reported to the Senate who terminated W's appointment. W then appealed to the Visitor and a Board of Visitors was appointed in July 1983. The Board informed W that it proposed to hear his appeal without an oral hearing or legal representation. Before this appeal was considered W obtained leave to apply for judicial review. 
Summary: Held, that (1) all material matters in dispute were within the exclusive jurisdiction of the Visitor; (2) the Board of Visitors was ready and willing to act and had wide powers to grant relief; (3) relief was sought not in respect of "public law" matters but for breaches of "private law " rights and accordingly relief by way of certiorari, declaration or damages could not be granted under the umbrella of judicial review; (4) the Senate's decision which resulted in the termination of W's appointment, even if it breached natural justice, was susceptible of appeal to the Board of Visitors; (5) although the Board of Visitors was not in existence when W lodged his appeal the Crown was the Visitor until the Board took up office; (6) there was no unreasonable delay on the part of the Board of Visitors; (7) the Board was not improperly constituted; and (8) the Board was entitled to refuse an oral hearing and legal representation. The proceedings for judicial review were dismissed.
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